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X Islands Institute
membership is only
$10 per individual, or
$15 per household.
Please join to support
the work and receive
member benefits.
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Art Ecology Community

New rack card and website graphic designed by
environmental artist Ann Rosenthal with images
donated by Patricia Johanson and Diana Lynn
Thompson. images: © Patricia Johanson, Fair Park
Lagoon, Dallas, Texas. Pteris multifida, 225’ x 112 x 12’,
gunite, plants and animals, 1981-1986; © Diana Lynn
Thompson, Meander, outdoor installation, Silvrett
Atelier, Austria, 197'x50’, stone; used with permission of
the artists

Graphic on the Art of Engagement network banner is
from Paula Jardine, A Night for All Souls, 2005,
Mountainview Cemetery, Vancouver

Free Course Offering

For a very limited time you are invited to test a course in “Building
Better Communities: Creative Social Change Work.” Please see
http://www.islandsinstitute.com/I1-602/11602-home.htm for more
information on this 10-week course, offered with full instructor
support. Email director@islandsinstitute.com.

Art of Engagement  Online Network is
“petter than sex”

This past fall we established an online network on the Art of
Engagement for a conference in October, presented in cooperation
with a real-life event in Vancouver. The website set up for this
conference gathered an incredibly diverse and rich network of
engaged artists and creative cultural practitioners from around
the world. The dialogue was very open and stimulating, albeit
sometimes technically frustrating. See great comments and a
poem from three participants on the following pages. The network
continues to attract new people and provide space for ongoing
conversations. Events in 2008 will include:

Monthly Happy Hour - Tea Party 3 pm Vancouver time on
the 3rd Sunday of the month is 10 am Monday in Sydney,
Australia. Beginning in January, a monthly gathering on the
website will be hosted by Jan Cornall A time for getting together,
relaxing and talking about current work.

Artists in Residence: ~ Rajni Shah and Caffyn are working
together to curate a diverse and inquisitive programme of artists-
in-residence on the site.

Education for Art and Ecology : A spring gathering oriented to
sharing and developing creative tools for artists and educators.
Now seeking program ideas. Email director@islandsinstitute.com

New Groups under development - join the Book Club and the
Scribble Room and start your own group.

We hope you will participate in these programs, and initiate new
programs for the network.

The ART of Engagement

online network




Islands Institute Annual General Meeting will
be held online at islandsinstitute.ning.com

from January 27 to February 2 nd, 2008.
Please come to select a new board and set
directions for the coming year.

Comments from participants in the Engaged Art
Conference, October, 2007:

Beverly Naidus

I have learned the hard way, that writing into this website,
releasing hard-won turns of phrases, and then clicking the wrong
button can give you an instant experience of non-attachment. I
just lost an hour of words, my re-processing the experience of last
Friday's live online discussion about Teaching Art for Social
Change. I wrote about the challenges and joys of this form of
communication, combining Yack Pack live conversations (using
your computer as a walkie-talkie) with the trickles of questions
and comments available in the chatroom, prompting speakers to
refine, revise or respond. It was unwieldy at times, and I can't say
that there is a good way I could summarize the content. For me, as
facilitator, the greatest delight was this sense of our world as
activist art practitioners, leaping across borders, time zones, and
significant logistical boundaries. To be able to connect with deeply
passionate colleagues in Australia, England, Qatar, Vancouver and
Pittsburgh - wow, is all I can say. And if folks take a look at where
the growing membership of this "engaged art" network comes
from, you will be astounded. The countries represented besides
those mentioned above include: South Africa, Indonesia,
Nicaragua, Norway, Romania, Germany and Sweden. How

And I wanted to say that this gathering is so timely. There are so
many people everywhere who feel the preciousness of this time
and recognize that we must gather our energies to turn the tide. I
encourage those of you with larger networks working with art for
social change, to connect them with this space. We need to gather
all the sparks, and develop more momentum from the margins.

Jan Cornall

Here there is the possibility to make deep meaningful connection
with like minded artists, thinkers, writers, performers; to
collaborate, share ideas, knowledge, develop projects, and to work
together to actively make a difference in our street,
neighbourhood, world. Here you can be recognized, appreciated
and supported as an artist, and arts worker, an activist, a teacher,
a thinker, by your fellow artists and arts workers. How valuable is
that! How much do we need that! Yesterday being involved in the
discussion chats was such a buzz... such a great way to connect.
Here we can cut through the borders and boundaries that separate
us; we can leapfrog the hierarchies and closed shops, the habitual
patterns of our own limited thinking and limitations of our own
arts communities and burst freely into a new awakened space of
possibility. I tell you ....its better than sex, better than myspace
almost better than art.

Dwayne O'Neill Parish  writes acrostic-alchemy for non-
profits, fund-raisers & worthy causes. We are so honored that
he wrote this for the Islands Institute.

Islands Institute

| landed on the Island Institute not by accident as

there are no coincidences in the universe. My

Spirit was guided here by Divine purpose. However I

can be of service I will & our healing work will echo

Love into Eternity. How great thou art ists of our
community, humanity & commonality in fact, having

All of us gathering together for the comm-human-ali-Tea
Party for the Art of Engagement makes my heart salivate.
N avigating through the negatives of how I've lived
compels me to give of my art istry if through it’s
Distribution my words & deeds can provide wherever

it’s needed, whatever is needed to enhance anything’s
Spiritual experience with God-speed. I plead to, pray from,
pray as my highest gifts to co-create with all of you

In the Art of Engagement & the rest of y(our) loftiest
endeavors. Such splendor to be savored & shared. I'm

New to the Café but from this day & moment on I'll find
more & more ways to cross-pollinate the Islands Institute’s
Service. You serve us & I want to serve YOUniverse. I
landed on your island & you planted a flower of power
That’s blossomed in my heart. Ihereby art iculate my Divine
Intention to part icipate in the course(s) that supports this
Incredible adventure. I, the art ist-gar(t)dener & har(t)vester
is compelled to roll up my sleeves & get me some of

The L.1.’s sacred soil under my nails. What else would

you come to expect from a social-ar(t)chitect? I suggest the
Ultimate goal of my art istic soul is to boldly take hold

of the reins of cultural responsibility & benevolently be
The change I want to see in the world (like Gandhi). We're
all bees & flowers. It’s a win/win situation when our sacred
Energies blend & I ask you: what will Divinity have me

contribute to my Islands Institute?
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